
Dear JOSS members, dear students, 

 

Welcome to the JOSS newsletter. As always the newsletter takes you back to past 

activities with nice memories of the end-of-exams party, the city trip to Cologne, the 

ice-skating and the soccer game.  

 

Unfortunately, I couldn‟t join the soccer game myself and help defend the honor of 

the staff, much to my own disappointment. Whether my absence has influenced the 

end result, which could mean either staff winning or losing both games, we will never 

know. But I do want to congratulate all the teams for their efforts and especially the 

first year students for their victory. You can read all about the soccer game, including 

an in-depth interview with the captain of the winning team in this issue of the newslet-

ter. 

 

As you probably are already aware, an important event is coming up! No, not the se-

ries of seminars! Not the exams either! I‟m talking of course about the annual JOSS 

barbecue. Every year this is the social highlight of the year, an occasion where stu-

dents, staff and alumni meet to celebrate the end of the academic year and enjoy nice 

food and (some) drinks.  

 

Although it is every year a special occasion, this year will be even more special! Why? 

Because it will be 20 years ago that our student organization was born. Originally, it 

started under the name ABD, standing for Alumni Biostatistics Diepenbeek. Over the 

years the name changes a few times, from ABD to A²BD (Alumni Applied and Biosta-

tistics Diepenbeek) to A²B²D (Alumni Applied, Biostatistics and Bioinformatics 

Diepenbeek) to JOSS (Joint Organisation of Statistics Scholars), but the idea remained 

the same: organize some nice activities for the students that are far away from home 

in a strange, cold country.  

 

During the years many staff members joined the board as volun-

teers to organize many activities for and by the students. We 

hope that many of the former board members can attend the 

barbecue, so we can share distant and fresh memories.  

Please continue to read all the interesting articles prepared  es-

pecially for you in this newsletter! Oh, and don‟t forget to regis-

ter for the barbecue!!! 

 
Your president, 

Philippe Haldermans 

Foreword from the President 

I N S I D E  

T H I S  

I S S U E :  

End of Ex-

ams Party 

2-3 

City trip 4-5 

Ice skating 6 

 

Joss Soccer 

cup 

7-9 

Activities 10 

J o i n t  

O r g a n i z a t i o n  

o f  S t a t i s t i c s  

S c h o l a r s   JOSS Newsletter 
M A Y  2 0 1 1  V O L U M E  2 0 1 1 ,  I S S U E  3  



P A G E  2  

End of Exams Party (4/02) 
By Mengesha Tadele Worku    

 

I was really tired after a semester of attending classes, study-

ing, and making different homeworks, assignments and pro-

jects. I was even more stressed due to the exams. At the day 

the exams ended I was searching for something to make me 

relax and to do something different.  JOSS arranged the “End 

of Exam Party”, and without any hesitation I went there. I 

thank JOSS.  

 

I was wondering when to go to the party. Lots of you may 

think of a party based on drinking and dancing, but the situa-

tion here was different.  We had taken the Pizza and beverages 

and we sat down in little groups. After while we started play-

ing a range of funny puzzle games. During some breaks we 

could also introduce ourselves to other people and we got to 

know each other in a better way. To some extent, it was a 

good opportunity to share ideas with other students.  

      

Let‟s start by telling you about some events that has happened 

at the party. In each group one lady and one gentleman were 

selected. They were requested to consider themselves as Jack 

and Rose like in the „Titanic‟ movie. “If you are Jack do you 

leave Rose to die?”….  “No!”. So, the gentleman was responsi-

ble to save her life. He got a paper to 

construct a boat. That was not 

enough to save her life; he had to put 

his boat in a plastic bathtub that was 

filled with water. His „quest‟ was to 

blow the boat to the other side of 

the tub to save the lady. It was really a 

crazy game, we laughed a lot.  
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There were a lot of other games, the one I chose for 

was really difficult: I had to wear earphones and listen 

to a song, which I had to hum along with. The other 

people in my group had to guess which song was 

played.….. . Oh it was so funny. 

 

Another game: Again the room was with full of joy in 

the period of non-verbal communication what we call 

„gesture‟. Participants had to show things like a „Goal‟, 

„Rabbit‟, „Atomium‟, „Michael Jackson‟, etc. with their 

gesture. Imagine how you can play someone like Mi-

chael Jackson. You had to be able to show that the per-

son is a musician, that he has his unique dance skills and also maybe his death, 

and this in a limited amount of time. Surprise… 

 

Another one: How many of you can really identify what you drink? Can you 

see the difference between cola zero, cola light, coca cola, Pepsi and…? Even 

if they are the same in color they are different in content and taste. Indeed, it 

was really hard to distinguish between five of them, not 1 group could iden-

tify all the brands correctly. Oh yeah, we also got the task to identify all the 

different ingredients of an unknown cocktail, which made us slightly drunk. 

We also had to identify places from Google map, there was a video question 

quiz etc. Finally the floor was open for dance. Wow! We enjoyed the Belgian 

dances, the Macarena, a bit of salsa, 

and also different Afro-Dancing 

styles. JOSS‟s “End of Exam Party” 

was unforgettable and I hope I can 

attend other parties thrown by 

them in the future!!!.     
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City trip to Cologne (19/02) 

By Fatemeh Zamanzad 

The bus left Hasselt at 8:45 in the 

morning. Every one was excited to 

visit Cologne, the largest city in 

North Rhine Westphalia and the 

fourth largest city in Germany. Dur-

ing the bus trip we had chance to 

talk with our friends and to be fa-

miliar with the new students from 

different countries who are study-

ing at the Hasselt University. By 

10:30 a.m. we had hit the road and 

beautiful Rhine River touched our eyes. 

 
 

Two tour guides led us through the 

amazing and beautiful scenery of Co-

logne. We started with visiting the 

Cologne Cathedral, the  second high-

est building in Cologne, with the full 

length of the Cathedral measuring 

145m and the cross nave 86 m. 
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 The old town was such a wonderful site in the heart of Cologne, which 

was destroyed nearly completely during World War II and had to be re-

built in drudgingly precocious work.                      

 
      Centre of old town                   Town Hall                  A café with musical  instruments   

 

  

After lunch every one had his/her 

own look at the popular shopping 

street Hohe Straße and Schilder-

gasse, which are home to large de-

partment stores and shops. 
         

 

 

As the sun went down, we got ready to say farewell to Cologne and 

head back to Hasselt, our home. It was such a lovely and wonderful ex-

perience with visiting the Rhine River, Old town with the cathedral, the 

Roman church, and the historical Town Hall, in addition, with the nice 

German people. 

                 
                               Rhine river       View of Cologne city 
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Ice skating (22/03) 

On Tuesday 22nd of 

March, JOSS invited his 

members for the annual 

ICE SKATING event.  

Armed with scarf and 

gloves, we faced the ice.   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Many students made their first steps 

ever on ice.  It became a very nice 

afternoon, with lots of pleasure, slip-

ping and laughing.  
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JOSS Soccer Cup (29/04) 

On Friday april 29th, the first year’s students, 

the second year’s students and the I-Biostat 

staff battled on the soccer field of Fitlink to 

win the precious JOSS Soccer Cup. The re-

sults were as follows: 

 

First year - Staff: 7 - 0 

Second year - First year: 0 - 4 

Staff - Second year: 5 - 2 

 

 

Indeed, the I-Biostat staff was able to win a game!!! But more impor-

tantly, although the second year’s students and the staff showed some 

interesting soccer, the first year students were absolutely superior in 

every way. Especially Kamyar Saes, the goal keeper who seemed like the 

tactical mastermind behind all of it, did the perfect job—not one ball 

landed in his nets. Time for an interview…. 

 

 

JOSS: How are you? Did you enjoy the victory?  

 

Kamyar: As I enjoy soccer a lot, for me it was a nice evening and of course vic-

tory is always sweet. 

 

JOSS: How does it feel to have won the JOSS cup? 

 

Kamyar:  Well, first of all I have to say that our team had to choose between two 

equally important events in the evening of April 29, 2011. We were all invited to the 

royal wedding of Kate and William in London and it was a unanimous decision to 

attend the JOSS soccer cup event. So you can imagine how important it was for us 

to put our utmost effort to win the cup. We are all in festive mood even after a few 

days and some of us have not returned from dancing and drinking yet. 

 

JOSS: You as the goal keeper did a perfect job. The other teams never scored a 

goal against your team. You must have experience. Did you play in any soccer teams 

before you came here? 

 

 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  

P A G E  7  



P A G E  8  

JOSS Soccer Cup (cont’d) 

Kamyar: Let me correct you on this. That evening I played as a 

goal keeper, true,  but I don't 

play goalie, normally. Yes, our 

team managed not to con-

ceive a single goal and I man-

aged to convince you and 

some others that I was a good 

keeper. Let me tell you my se-

cret. When you play soccer at 

the age which is above aver-

age, you use all your skills to 

pretend that you are still in good shape. It so happens that I have 

learned a few statistical modeling techniques, this year, to predict 

the opponent's moves. I just managed to use the prior knowledge 

(experience) to better predict the outcomes of the upcoming 

events. You know statisticians can do almost anything  they want 

even making others believe a non sense (call it magic if you wish). 

 

Yes, I am a good goal keeper (with a big type 1 error of course). I 

was a quasi-professional player once and I have never stopped my 

passion for soccer. (There are more evidences on these claims). 

 

JOSS: Did your team practice a lot for this event? 

 

Kamyar:  We did not practice for this event specifically. However, 

we have been playing once a week since fall. We started in Health-

city and recently changed to an outdoor venue. We have developed 

a true friendship among ourselves. We respect each other deeply, 

we promote responsibility, punc-

tuality and professional behavior 

and we certainly have talented 

players. I contribute our victory 

to the balance resulted from all 

these factors. You do seriously 

and give it your best shot in a  

professional fashion. 
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JOSS Soccer Cup (cont’d) 
JOSS: You were all wearing very nice outfits. Where did you guys get those? 

 

Kamyar: We bought the training bibs  

(outfits that you are referring to) in Hasselt 

This was just an attempt to create har-

mony in the team's appearance. I think it is 

very important to take everything you do 

seriously and give it your best shot in a  

professional fashion. 

 

 

JOSS: Do you still have any suggestions for 

upcoming sports events in general or the JOSS soccer CUP in particular? 

 

Kamyar: A few suggestions: 

 

1. Allocate some budget for the events to promote sportsmanship. Fund raising 

events can be organized and money can be used to buy shirts, socks, shoes etc, 

These are items that an average student with limited resources might be reluctant 

to purchase. 

 

2.  A sport committee in JOSS can use volunteers to brainstorm and implement 

ideas of the students. 

 

JOSS: We‟ll definitely discuss this! Thanks for the interview and see you soon! 
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Keep in your mind! 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  

Did you know that… 

 Our two colleagues Kim and Tanya got married. 

 Dan Lin became the proud mother of Daan. 

 JOSS‟s former secretary Nele finished her PhD, but is still 

working here at least until September 2011. 

 Vice-President An will defend her PhD thesis on the first of 

June. 

 We have new colleagues: Welcome and Fatima. 

 ABD => A2BD => A2B2D => JOSS has become 20 years old! 

Where is the pie????? 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming JOSS-ACTIVITY: 

 BBQ - 1st of July !!!  

 

Suggestions from the students are highly appreciated :) 

 



Universiteit Hasselt 

Agoralaan 1  

3590 Diepenbeek 

E-mail:  joss@uhasselt.be 

Joint Organization of 

Statistics Scholars 

Web:  

http://www.censtat.uhasselt.be/ 

student/alumni/default.asp 

JOSS 
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Item Collection of Censtat 

 

I can give you warmth, I'm round and I have one ear (that 

gets pulled a lot). 

Yep, I'm the JOSS coffee 

mug. 

You can use me to drink 

something, to show off with 

the nice "CENSTAT" logo 

on my belly, or just as a 

souvenir of your nice stay in 

Belgium. And this for only 5 

euro. 

So, if you want to buy me, 

please hurry to Emanuele, 

room H10, I will be waiting for you.  

 

 

The printed CenStat t-

shirts with the CenStat 

logo and "Ten reasons to 

be a Statistician" are now 

available. For a very 

cheap price of 12 euro's, 

you can avail of a high 

quality tee, and, not to 

mention, a nice souvenir 

from your days at UHas-

selt. You can purchase 

your t-shirt at room H10  

http://www.censtat.uhasselt.be/student/alumni/default.asp
http://www.censtat.uhasselt.be/student/alumni/default.asp

